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FAVING conſidered the 8 of dhe e 5 


II Proteftant Aſſociation, I now fit down to com- 
mit my thoughts to paper, that they. may be tranſmitted 
to you, agreeably to my engagement. Conſeious of my 
inability to inveſtigate ſo important a ſuhject, I wiſh to 
deliver my ſentiments with a becoming modeſty; and 
convinced, at the ſame time, of your liberal diſpoſition 


of mind, I ſhall proceed with that freedom which ſuch - 
a liberality, | n by nn. is calculated to « 


produce. | 0 1 
Previous to my entering ood. hay 8 bulinels, 1 
beg leave to call the Canada bill to your recollection: 
it paſſed in the year 1774, and was repreſented, by 
our patriots, as a prelude to an intended eſtabliſhment of 
popery here. My opinion at that time was, that 
limits of the province of Canada had been enlarged, i 
former mode of government reſtored, and om 
eſtabliſhed, for the ſole purpoſe of overawing and coun- 
| teracting thoſe colonies which were then refractory, ſoon 
afterwards revolted „ and are now leagued with our na- 
-tural enemies for the deſtruction of their parent Rate, 
| Our Raser: in oppolition ſeemed: to be ga 
„ B | on 


4 


—— a gas, ̃ ̃ — H— „„ 


—— — 


(AF 

on the occaſion, a their fears were induſtriouſly ſound- 
ed throughout the kingdom: but as the late bill, for 
the relief of our popiſh fellow-ſubjects, was brought in 
and ſupported by the ſame men, it may fairly be infer- 
red, that they ſaw the propriety of both the acts in the 
exigency of the times, that they firmly believed them to 
bave been framed for political purpoſes only, and that 
there was not the leaſt intention to promote the growth 

of popery, or to injure the proteſtant cauſe, _ - _ _. 
/ + Thinking it neceſſary to advert to the * Appeal from 
| the Proteſtant Aſſociation to the People of Great Britain,” 
in order to form a judgment on their motives and 
views; I ſhall quote ſome parts of that pamphlet, and 
make a few remarks on the paſſages. | 
In the ſeventh page they ſay : It is not our defire 
© to perſecute ; ; but, as proteſtants, we are concerned 
* to ſecure ourſelves, and our poſterity, from popiſh per- 
4 ſecution. When we call to mind the proteſtant 
4c blood that has been ſhed by papiſts, both at home 
& and in foreign countries, we cannot but be excited to 
4 ue every legal expedient, to prevent the return of 
4e ſuch à national calamity,” To this, Sir, I hope 
every proteſtant will moſt cheerfully agree. . So far as 

the aſſociators really endeavour to avoid perſecution in 
' themſelves, and properly guard againſt it in their po-— 
piſn fellow-ſubjeRs; their conduct will merit applauſe, 
and it will be deemed ' worthy of univerſal imitation. 
Whether the ſubſequent” part of their pamphlet breathes 
the ſame laudable ſpirit, I ſhall proceed to inquire. 
In pages Sth and 1 3th they ſay: If our wiſeſt and 
1 beſt laws againſt popery are now virtually repealed, 
and our conſtitution actually endangered; with what 
& ſpirit and unanimity ſhould we act, to preſerve our 
t civil and religious liberty from the encroachments of 
a8 * POPerys and from its inſeparable concomitant, ARBI- 


15 TRARY 


„ 


86. TRARY. POWER WIe de 406 * with 
« the preſervation of our civil eonſtitution to tolerate 
$6 popery; which not only enſlaves the mind, but 
„would bind nobles and people with the iron chains of 
C deſpotiſm. It is a ſyſtem convenient for tyrants; 
ewe, at Jeaſt of this country, have ever found it look- 
< ing with a malignant aſpect on r rr 
* in the retinue of arbitrary power.“ 

Here, Sir, the aſſociation, upon a pete that 
our wiſeſt and beſt laws againſt popery are virtually re- 
pealed, and our conſtitution actually endangered, call 
upon us to act with ſpirit and unanimity, in order to 
preſerve our civil and religious liberties from the en- 


croachments of popery, and from its inſeparable con- 


comitant, arbitrary power, Here the real deſigns of the 
aſſociators appear; they obliquely charge government 
with having a ſyſtem of deſpotiſm and tyranny in view; 
and they endeavour to make us believe, that a toleration 
of popery will produce thoſe direful effects, which, in 


my opinion, can only reſult from its ęſtabliſpment. For 


my part, I think our preſent government is, by much, 
the mildeſt upon earth; and I will venture to ſay, that 
neither the affociators, nor their co- partners, the leaders 


in oppoſition, are capable of proving, that our moſt gra- 


cious ſovereign. ever ſhewed the leaſt intention to eſtabliſh 
a ſyſtem of tyranny over his ſubjects. As a Chriſtian 
1 think it my duty to oppoſe the errors of popery; and 
as a proteſtant, I wiſh the ſhocking perſecutions which 
have marked the Roman catholic religion in ſeveral 
countries, may induce every proteſtant ſtate to guard 
againſt a repetition of ſuch horrid: barbarities: but, at 
the ſame time, I think it incumbent on all to avoid 
* thing like perſecution on account of religion. 


The aſſociators, in the 34th" page of their Appeal, 


fy: *© To repeal an act to prevent the reſort of popiſh 
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4 65 8 and jeſuits, to theſe en i a 
, firopg engouragement, nat to ſay invitation to them 


t to come over in abundance: baut the Whole of this 
aſſertion appears to he contrary to truth! Te late act 
was paſſed for the expreſs purpoſe of Tom = 


ail ſubjects profefſng the pepiſo neliginn,“ 
cannot be conſtrued to extend to foreigners. af 0 — 
deſcription, The act of the eleventh and twelfth of 


William the Third, ſubjeQs all popiſts biſhops, prieſts, 


and jeſuits, who exerciſe any part of their functions 


within theſe realms, to perpetual impriſonment; and it 
holds out a reward of an hundred pounds to thoſe who 
Mall proſecute any ſuch offender. to conviction. This 


part of the aforeſaid act Was repealed by the late ſtatute, 
on condition of their taking the oath therein ſtated; but 
as foreigners are incapable of taking that oath, the afore- 


ſaid act of William III. is ill in full foree againſt them; 
and conſequently, all that the aſſociators ſay on that head, 
in pages 34, 35, and 36, muſt fall to the ground. - 
The aſſociators, in deſeribing (page 44) the haſty 
manner in which the late act paſſed, ſay: There 


64 bas been a time, when the ſpirit of the people would, 


e and juſtly too, have been rouſed at ſuch ſurreptitious 
c conduct: but, alas, for the welfare of theſe: realms ! 
te a ſpirit of ſupineneſs and indifference, as to the in- 
<<. terefſts of religion and liberty, ſtrangely pervades the 
* kingdom; and the zeal of our anceſtors, either for the 
« proteſtant cauſe, ot for our glorious conſtitution, is 
rarely to be found,“ This, Sir, deſerves our moſt 
ſerious attention. The legiſlature paſſed an act for the 
relief of our popiſn fellow · ſubjects, and the aſſociators, 
like their minority friends, are now endeavouring to ex- 


cite the people to oppoſe its tolerant deſigns. Whoever 
endeavours to bring the mildeſt government upon earth - 
into contempt. with the people, from a pretended zeal 


for 


5 ; 


. 6 2 5 


for the 3 acts clearly edptrary. to: the cha- 


_ racter:of a good ſubject z. and all attempts to ſerve the 
cauſe of religion, by tailing dangerous commotions in 


ttat ſtate which is peculiarly friendly to every ſpecies of 


liberty, are directly contrary. to every ſcripture pretept 
andiexamples. and . to the en _ be⸗ 
nien ſpirit of the goſpel. 


Phe aſſociation, in pages 45 _ 46. Fiat; « The 


; cc principal arguments in favour of the bill are the fol- 
_ ©. lowing : — that papiſts are become good ſubjects, 
+. and therefore: ought no longer to be expoſed to the 


cc penalties of ſuch ſevere ſtatutes; that, in the pre- . 


< ſent ſituation of affairs, the late repealing act was ne- 
ce oeſſaty, to conciliate their affection to government 
“ and that no bad conſequences can reſult therefrom, as 
6 popery is not now of an intolerent and perſecuting 
66 ſpirit,” From theſe. premiſes, Sir, they conclude, 


that the papiſts were rendered firm in their al- 


“ legiance, by the operations of the wiſe enactions 
Which are now repealed:“ and they aſk, ” way of 
charge: : 6, Why were they repealed ?”? - 

To ſay that the papiſts were rendered firm in their 
allegiance, by the operation of the wiſe enactions which 


are now repealed, is, in my opinion, worſe than jeſuiti- 


cal ſophiſiry; and hence I believe, that the queſtion 
which the aſſociators have framed upon that forced con- 
cluſion, does not deſerve. any anſwer. Had the aſſo- 
ciators been actuated by a due regard for truth and 


| Juſtice, they would have acknowledged, that the Britiſh - 


Roman catholics, although denied the participation of 
ſeveral valuable privileges, have appeared firm in their at- 
tachment to government, amidſt the ſhameful defection 
of thouſands of their proteſtant fellow · ſubjects who en- 
joy all the common privileges of Britons; and they 
ed * that their loyalty and general 
| . good 
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good behaviour, during our preſent troubles, call on 


Pig." 


the generoſity, as well as the good policy of govern- 
ment, to mitigate the ee of their civil and religi- 
ous reſtraints. S „ 75.485 22811 28 $41 


The affociation, in TER to prove our popiſh fellow- 
ſubjects unworthy of that relief which has lately been 
granted them, ſays, in pages 52 and 64: They pre- 
« ſume on the lenity of government; and uſe various 
c artifices to enſnare the children of the poor, and to 
< pervert the ignorant to their deſtructive errors: they 
% even infult proteſtant miniſters in the diſcharge of 


. < their duty —Papiſts are inſolent and preſuming: 


ct and nothing but a law to repeal or qualify the late 
« act, can wy them within the chounds — 8 


* and decency.” eas 


Here, Sir, the ee may with 125 3 


be aſked, whether every article of the above charge does 
not fall with tenfold weight on thouſands of our pro- 


teſtant fellow · ſubjects? Have not they preſumed on the 
lenity of government, and frequently inſulted, not only 


our miniſters, but even Majeſty itſelf? Have not they 


been exceedingly inſclent and preſuming? And have not 


they, in numberleſs inſtances, far ſurpaſſed the bounds 
of allegiance and decency? Let the aſſociation view 


the daring rebellion, unparalleled perjuries,:. confiſca- 
tions of private property, illegal impriſonments, arbitrary 


baniſhments, and (horrid murders beyond the Atlantic, 


and lay their hands on their mouths : let them turn 


their eyes to the parricidious conduct of en of 
proteſtants here, and bluſh ! - 15 5 


The aſſociators, in page 62, ſay: The SOR .of 
4 Great Britain have lately had ſtriking proofs. of the 
« fincerity of popiſb aſſurances, from the inſidious conduct 
« of our Roman catholic neighbours.” And, in page 63, 


they add; «© F orgetting their public diſayowals of the 


0 American 


1 7 5 


e American cauſe, as their ſolemn proteſtations to the 
tc Britiſh miniſtry; their 150. chriftian and catholic ma- 
4c jeſſies, without the leaſt provocation, contrary to the 
c faith of treaties, and to the TOW of unn e for 
ic our deſtruction . W A fr 

That France and Spain have been guilty of great 
dap xyz reſpecting the American rebellion; I freely 
admit; but, if the Roman catholic religion be charge- 


able with that ſhameful perfidy, how will proteſtantiſm 


appear, when charged with the parricidious conduct of 
many thouſands of its zealous profeſſors in this king= 
dom; Forgetting that duty which they owe to them- 
ſelves as Britons, and regardleſs of their obligations to 


their king-and country, many of our proteſtant fellow - 


ſubjects, in their pernicious oppoſition to government, 
have excited the colonies to rebel, perſuaded France and 
Spain to eſpouſe their unnatural cauſe, and are now 


aſſiduouſly manner: Io to promote cheir deſtructive 


views! 


The aſſociation, in pages 65 and 66, RY CO « Should 
© jt be "objected, that, as the act is paſſed, it would 


e now be dangerous to repeal it: let us at leaſt apply 


for a reſtraining act, to qualify, amend, and explain 


< the popiſh bill. — An act, to declare, that the former 
« penal ſtatutes are in full force, and that perſons ſhall 


te be duly encouraged in putting them into execution, 


ce to prevent the further growth of popery.— An act, to 


« amend the form of the oath in that paſſed for the re- 


han lief of the papiſts, that proteſtants, who are required 


te to take the oath of ſupremacy, may not be neceſſitated 
< to incur the guilt of perjury,—An act, to prevent the 


* papiſts (if they muſt” be permitted to acquire landed 


property) from intereſting themſelves, directly or in- 
„directly, in any election for members of parliament, 


«_ on ng of forfeiture. of their eſtates, —An act, to pre- 
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ec vent jeſuits from reſorting hither under heavy. . | 
ce ties, and to prohibit' the attempts of papiſts to per- 


4 vert proteſtants to their erroneous tenets, on pain of 


« exemplary. puniſhment, —And laftly, (if papiſts muſt 
5 be permitted to teach thoſe of their own /principles 


ce in private) an act, to reſtrain them from keeping 


*© public ſchools, and teaching the children of proteſtant 


< parents, on pain of ies fret rd we baniſh- 
ce nn | 


Without tn to Sao hat danger: wool at- | 


tend a repeal of the late act, I will venture to ſay, that, 
unleſs imminent danger to the proteſtant intereſt appears 


manifeſt, it would be highly ridiculous and unjuſt, ' 1 


hope none will object to any-qualifying, amending, or 
explaining of the popiſh bill that ſhall appear to be 


conſiſtent with the principles, of our excellent conſtitu- 
tion and the ſpirit of chriſtianity,—As; the late act on- 


ly repealed certain clauſes of an act, paſſed in the 11th 
and 12th of William the Third, all the former penal 


ſtatutes are certainly in full force; and as ſome. of them 


are very ſevere, the aſſociation, in wiſhing to encourage 


- 


perſons: to put them into execution, give but a ſorry 


proof of their averſion to perſecution. That all the for- 
mer penal ſtatutes are now in full force, appears evident 
by the aforeſaid act of William the Third. Thoſe 
clauſes of that act, which are now repealed, were not 
enacted in the room and fead of, but expreſsly declared 
to have Ay ec over and beyond the good laws already 
© made; and therefore, the repealing of thoſe clauſes 


by the late act, can nowiſe impair the legal force of any 


former penal ſtatute, As the pope's authority is not 
recognized in the form of the oath adminiſtered to pa- 


piſts under the late act, I cannot fee the neceſſity of 2 


proteſtant's incurring the guilt of perjury by taking the 


oath of 9 act to prevent papiſts from in · 
tereſting 


1 
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„ 
eereſting themſelves in any election for members of hir. 
i may probably become requiſite. 


The act azyth of Elizabeth, forbids all jeſuits, &c. 


0 bark within her Majeſty's dominions, to reſort hither on 
| pain of high treaſon; and the act of the 11th and 12th 


of William the Third, forbids all foreign biſhops, 
prieſts, and jeſuits, to officiate in theſe realms on pain, 
of perpetual impriſonment : but to prohibit the attempts * 


of papiſts to pervert proteſtants to their etroneous. 


tenets, on pain of examplary puniſhment, would be 
perſecution with a witneſs. Such prohibition and pu- 


niſhment might be conſtrued to extend to every free 


converſation between proteſtants and papiſts on religious 


ſubjects, and would much better become à popiſh in- 


quiſition than a proteſtant ſtate.—Papiſts ought, in my 
opinion, to be reſtrained from keeping public ſchools, 
and likewiſe from teaching the children of proteſtant 


parents, but not on pain of perpetual impriſonment or 


baniſhment: ſome milder puniſhment may anſwer the 
purpoſe, and do more honour to the Chriſtian profeſ- 


ſion. If our lepiflature wiſh to ſerve the cauſe of reli- 


* 


gion, without incurring the guilt of perſecution, the 
| annexed puniſhment, whatever it may be, ought to ex- 


tend to the proteſtant parents as well as to the popiſh | 

teachers of their children: and ſome mode may be 
eftabliſhed for educating, at the public expence, the 
children of all proteſtants, who, through indigence, 


ſhall appear utterly. incapable of performing that ne- 
aw 2 


The act 1 of Elizabeth, makes the * PTR IN and. 
being withdrawn, from the eſtabliſhed to the Romith religion rea- 
on 3 and it declares the aiders, maintainers, and ann ſuch | 


vithdrawing, guilty of miſpriſon of treaſon, 


« 
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In Ny Sir, the act which the. *** n 
« to qualify, amend, and explain the popiſh bill,“ is 
intended to allow them no more than à right to pur- 
chaſe lands under. certain reſtrictions, and to teach the 
children of popiſh parents in private; hilft, in the 
peaceable exerciſe of their religion, they would be 
liable to a rigarous execution of all the former penal 
ſtatutes | 1 ſay rigorous execution, becauſe the aſſociators 
are for encouraging perſons to put all the former penal 
laws into execution, Can ſuch conduct be deemed con- 
ſiſtent with the religion of our adorable Redeemer ?- 
Shall that goſpel, which, in its infancy, made rapid 
progreſs, notwithſtanding the powers of earth and hell 
were combined againſt it, now depend on an af of 
gerliament for its ſupport? And ſhall proteſtantiſm, 
which has not only ſurvived the fire of ſeveral perſecu - 
tions, but even flouriſhed through the very means which 

| Papal cruelty deviſed for its extirpation, now call for 
the civil arm to defend it againſt the ſophiſtry, ſuperſti- 
tion, will-worſhip, and idolatry of our impotent popiſh 
fellow-ſubjeQts. ? Publiſh it not in France or Spain, tell 
it not in the ſtreets of Rome, leſt all the enemies of the 
proteſtant cauſe rejoice. If proteſtantiſm cannot ſtand. 
the teſt with popery, the unerring ſcriptures. being ad- 
mitted as the only criterion, it is high time for us to 
know wherein its inferiority conſiſts : the matter in 

queſtion is ſurely of the utmoſt importance, and worthy 
of our moſt ſerious attention, 

In order to ſhow how the laws now ſtand, reſpecling | 
| Popery, I ſhall produce extracts from five A of parlia- 
ment, and make ſome remarks on thoſe which have * 
repealed by the late ſtatute. 

The act 23d of Elizabeth, chap, 1. makes” it creaſon | 

to withdraw, or to be withdrawn from the religion 
es, to ae Romiſh religion : and it declares all 
| aiders, 


( 11 y 4 
aiders, maintainers, and concealers, of ſuch withdraws. 
ing, guilty of miſpriſon' of treaſon, The penalty for 
| ſaying and hearing of maſs, is expreſſed, by the fourth 
ſection of that ſtatute, in the following words, viz. 
« And be it likewiſe enacted, that every perſon which 
« ſhall ſay or ſing maſs, being thereof lawfully con- 
ic victed, ſhall forfeit the ſum of two hundred marks, 
«and be committed to priſon in the next county goal, 
«© there to remain by the ſpace of one year, and from 
<<-thenceforth till he have paid the ſaid ſum of two hun- 
«© dred marks: and that every perſon which ſhall wile 
«-lingly hear maſs, ſhall forfeit the ſum of one hundred 
60 marks, and ſuffer impriſonment for one year,” re 
The act 27th of Elizabeth, chap: 2. ſect. 3 runs a as 
Midas? « And be it further enacted, by the authority 
«aforeſaid, that it ſhall not be lawful to or for any. * 
s jeſuit, ſeminary prieſt, or other ſuch prieſt, deacon, 
„or religious or eccleſiaſtical perſon whatever, being 
« born within this realm, or any other her highneſs* 
« dominions, and heretofore ſince the ſaid feaſt of the 
* nativity 6f St. John the Baptiſt, in the firſt year of 
her Majeſty's reign, made, ordained, or proſeſſed, or 
5% hereafter to be made, ordained, or profeſſed, by 
c any authority or juriſdiction derived, challenged, or 
<< pretended. from the See of Rome, by or of what name, 
4 title, or degree ſoever the ſame ſhall be called or 
- * known, to come into, be or remain in any part of 
«this realm, or any other her highneſs' dominions, 
e after the end of the fame forty days, other than in 
ce ſuch ſpecial caſes, ' and upon ſuch ſpecial occaſions 
. « only, and for ſuch time only, as is expreſſed in this 
act; and if he do, that then every ſuch offence ſhall 
s be taken and adjudged to be high treaſon ; and every 
<« perſon fo offending, ſhall for his offence be adjudged * 
930 W and ſhall TW loſe, and forfeit, as in caſes 


> w — 


* 
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de of . treaſon,” Section 3th, And every a 
c which after the end of forty days, and. after ſuch 
40 time of departure as is before limited and appointed, 
& ſhall, wittingly and willingly receive, relieve, com 
& fort, aid, of maintain any ſuch jeſuit, ſeminary prieſt, 
« or other ſuch prieſt, deacon, or religious or eecleſiaſti- 
45 cal perſon, as is aforeſaid, being at liberty, or out 
ec of hold, knowing him to be a jeſuit, ſeminary prieſt, 
60 or ether ſuch prieſt, deacon, or religious or eccle» 
c fiaſtical perſon, as is aforeſaid, ſhall alſo for ſuch 
te offence be adj judged à felon, without benefit of clergy, 
ce and ſuffer tg loſe. and ae as in . of one 
& attaiuted of felony,” 1 A. th 
I ! he act iſt of James I. ns 4th, 3 Ds tes | 
tutes made againſt papiſts in the preceding reign, and 
prohibits teaching, by popiſh ſchookmaſters, in the follow- 
ing words: : % And be it further enacted by the authority 
Fig afareſaid, that no perſon after the feaſt. of St. Michael 
de the Archangel next ſhall. keep any ſchool, or be a 
64 -ſchoolmaſter, out of any. the univerſities or colleges of 
60 this real, except. it he in ſome public or free gram- 
c mat ſchool, or in ſome ſuch nobleman's or noble- 
6 woman s, or gentleman's s or gentlewoman's houſe, as 
& ate not recuſants, or where the ſame ſchoolmaſter 
« ſhall be ſpecially licenced thereunto. by the  arch= 
& biſhop, biſhop or guardian of the ſpiritualities of that 
| « dioceſe ; 3 upon pain that as well: the ſchoolmaſter, as 
ec alſo. the party that ſhall retain or maintain. any ſuch 
4 ſchoolmaſter contrary to the true intent and mean- 
40 ing of this act, ſhall forfeit each of them for every 
& day ſo wittingly offending, forty ſhillings, The one 
&« half of all the penalties and ſums of money . before 
de mentioned to be forfeited, to be to the king, big heirs 
& and ſucceſſors, the other to him or them that ſhall 
10 or wy ſue for the ſame, in any of the courts of re- 
"hs = record 


(39 
«6 cord in Weſtminſter, [by alan of debt, bill, nn 
44 or information.“ 8 ous 
The act 3d of James ks I. | chap. zh, "ling 2.60 That | 
« ſuch perſons as ſhall firſt diſcover. to any juſtice of 
'« peace, any recuſant or other perſon which ſhall en- 
« tertain or relieve any jeſuit, ſeminary or popiſh 
< prieſt, or ſhall diſcover any maſs to haue been ſaid, 
« and the perſons that were preſent at ſuch maſs, and 
© the prieſt that ſaid che ſame, or any of them, within 
& three days next after the offence committed, and that 
cc by reaſon of ſuch diſcovery any of the ſaid offenders 
te be taken and convicted or attainted, that then the per- 
4 ſons which hath made ſuch diſcovery, ſhall not only 
« be freed from the danger and penalty of any law for 
& ſuch offence, | if he be an offender. therein, but alſo 
6 ſhall have the third part of the forfeiture of all ſuch 
ce ſums of money, goods, chattles, and debts, which 
ce ſhall be forfeited by ſuch offence, fo as the ſame total 
c forfeiture exceed not the ſum of one hundred and fifty 
& pounds; and if it exceed the ſum of one hundred 
& and fifty pounds, the (aid perſons. ſo diſcovering the 
4 ſaid offence, ſhall have the ſum of fifty . only 
ce for ſuch diſcovery,” 
The act 11th and i2ch of William the Third, ordain- 
ed: ©« That from and after the five and twentieth day of 
ec March, one thouſand and ſeven hundred, all and 
<< eyery perſon and perſons, who ſhall apprehend and 
te take one or more popiſh biſhop, prieſt, : or jeſuit, and 
cc proſecute him or them ſo apprehended and taken, un- 
« til he or they be convicted of ſaying maſs, or of 
tc exerciſing any other part of the office or function of 
4 2 popiſh biſhop or prieſt within theſe realms, ſhalt. 
= have and receive from the ſheriff or ſheriffs of the 
c county where ſuch conviction ſhall be made (without 
8 paying any fee for * . as every ſuch offender 
«9 


cc ſo den the u of one - hundred pounds, with- 
cc in four months after ſuch conviction, and demand 
« thereof made, by tender ing a certificate to the ſaid 
ce ſheriff - or ſheriffs, under the hand or hands of the 
judge or juſtices before whom ſuch conviction ſhall 
«© be made, certifying the conviction of fuch 'popiſh 
de biſhop, prieſt, or jeſuit; and alſo that ſuch popiſh | 
< biſhop, prieſt, or jeſuit, popiſh biſhops, prieſts, or | 
6“ jeſuits, was or were taken by the perſon or — — 
ce claiming the ſaid reward. — And for a further reme- 
„dy againſt the growth of popery, over and beyond the 
* good laws already made, de i it further enacted by the 
authority aforeſaid, that if any popiſh' prieſt or. . Jeſuit 
* whatſoever; ſhall ſay maſs, or exerciſe. any other part 
« of the office or function of a popiſh 'biſhop or prieſt 
within theſe realms, or the dominions thereunto be- 
ce longing; or if any. papiſt, or perſon. making pro- 
<< feffion of the popiſh religion, ſhall keep ſchool, or 
cc take upon themſelves the education or government, 
& or boarding of youth in any place within this realm, 
4 or the dominions thereunto belonging, fuch perſons 
<<; being thereof lawfully convicted, that then « 
ec perſon ſhall on ſuch conviction be adjudged to | ferpe- 
„ tual impriſonment, in ſuch place or places within 
ce this kingdom, as the king of the advice of his privy 
ec council ſhall appoint, 
<< And be it alſo enacted by the authority EDI 
&-that from and after the nine and twentieth day of 
% September, which ſhall be in the year of our Lord 
ce one thouſand' ſeven hundred, if any perſon educated 
© in the popiſh religion, or profeſſing the ſame, ſhall not 
de within ſix months after he or ſhe ſhall attain the age 
„of eighteen years, take the oaths of allegiance and 
«ſupremacy, and alſo ſubſcribe the declaration ſet down 
«and GON in an act of parliament, made in the thir- 


« tieth 


K 


« tieth year of the reign of the late King Charles the 
cc Second, intitled, an act for the more effectual pre- 
« ſerving the king's perſon and government, by diſabling 
« papiſts from ſitting in either Houſe of Parliament, to 
<< be by him or her made, repeated and ſubſcribed in the 
<c Courts of Chancery or King's Bench, or Quarter Sef-- 
* ſions of the county where ſuch perſon ſhall reſide, 
6c every ſuch perſon ſhall in reſpect of him or herſelf 
<6 only, and not to or in reſpect of any of his or her 
<< heirs or poſterity, be diſabled and made incapable to 
<« inherit or take by deſcent, deviſe, or limitation, in 

cc poſſeſſion, reverſion or remainder, any lands, tene- 
60 ments, or hereditaments, within the kingdom of Eng- 
10 land, dominion of Wales, or town of Berwick upon 

60 Tweed: and that during the life of ſuch perſon, or 

| 6 until he or ſhe do take the ſaid oaths, and make, re · 

4e peat, and ſubſcribe: the ſaid declaration in manner a- 

66 foreſaid, the next of his or her kindred, which ſhall 
60 be a proteſtant, ſhall have and enjoy the ſaid lands, 
885 tenements, and hereditaments, without being ac- 

40 countable for the. profits by him or her received during' 
«« ſuch enjoyment thereof as aforeſaid : and that from and 

66 after the tenth day of April, which ſhall be in the 
% year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred, every 
« papiſt, or perſon making profeſſion of the popiſh reli- 
« gion, ſhall be diſabled, and is hereby made incapable, 

eto purchaſe, either in his or her own name, or in the 

«« name of any other perſon or perſons, to his or her uſe, 

4 or in truſt for him or her, any manors, lands, profits 

cc out of lands, tenements, rents terms, or heredita- 

60 ments, within the kingdom of England, dominion of 

« Wales, and town of Berwick upon Tweed; and that 

« all and ſingular eſtates, terms, and any. other: intereſts 

66 or profits whatſoever out of lands, from and after the 

* ſaid tenth day of April, to be made, ſuffered, or done, 

«« tg 
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er to or for the uſe or behoof of any ſuch perſon or per- 
«© ſons, or upon any truſt or confidence, mediately or 


immediately, to or for the benefit or relief of any fuch 


<« perſon or perſons, ſhall! be utterly void and of none 
ce effect, to all intents, n and purpoſes 


ce whatſoever. 


„ And whereas by an act made in the third year of 
« King James the I. intitled, an act to prevent and a- 


« void dangers which may grow by popiſh recuſants, 
«« whoever ſhall be convicted of ſending, or caufing to 


44 be ſent, any child, or any other perſon under their 


4% government, into parts beyond the ſeas out of the 
« king's obedience, to the intent that ſuch child or 


46 perſon fo ſent ſhould be educated in the Romiſh reli- 


« gion, contrary to the ſaid act, is to forfeit one hun- 
«« dred pounds, one half to the king's Majeſty, and the 
4e other half to him that ſhall ſue for the ſame : for the 
« greater encouragement and reward of thoſe who ſhall. 
it diſcover ſuch offenders, be it enacted by the authority 
« aforeſaid, that the ſaid ſum of one hundred pounds 


& ſhall be to the ſole uſe and benefit of him or her who 


a ſhall diſcover and convict any perſon ſo offending, to 
ce he recovered in ſuch manner as in the ſaid recited act 
« is enacted; any thing 3 in the ſaid act to . e 
e notwithſtanding.” | 

All the foregoing quotatiohs from the ſeveral flatutes 
are now in full force, excepting thoſe from the act of 
William the III. which, excepting the laſt paragraph 
concerning the ſending of any child or other perſon be · 
yond the ſeas to be educated in the Romiſh religion, 
were repealed by the late act, fo far as they relate to 
Britiſh ſubjects. The diſability in papiſts to inherit or 
take by deſcent, deviſe, or limitation, in poſſeſſion, re- 
yerſion, or remainder, any lands, tenemetits, or- here-- 
on ang ; and alſo their diſability to purchaſe'3 any ma- 


nors, 


* 
A 


nors, lands, proßts out of F Müde, tetewenbs, rente, 


terms, or hereditaments, is removed by "the late act, 
provided that every claimer do, * within the ſpace of 
< fix calendar months after the paſſing of this act, or 
« of accruing of his, her, or their title, being of the 
<c-age of «twenty-one years, or who, being under the 
0 age of. e years, hall, within fix months 


2 he or ſhe ſhall artain the age of twenty-one | 

& years, or being of unſound mind, or in priſon, or be- 
„ yond" the ſeas, then within fix months after fuch 
"MF diſability removed, take and nin an oath Th 9925 


13 


« words following : oh 
IA. B. do ſincetely en and ſweat, 11 will 
* be faſthfol and bear true allegiance to his Majeſty 


King George the Third, and him will defend; to thb 
« utmoſt of my power, againſt all conſpiracies ; and at- 


* tempts whatſoever that ſhall be made againſt his per- 
„ ſon, cron, or dignity; and I will do my utmoſt en- 


deabour to diſcloſe and make known to His Majeſty, 


„ his heirs and ſacceſſors, all treaſons and TD 


**' conſpiracies which may be formed againſt him © 


«them; and 1 do faithfully promiſe to maintain, Ns 
e pott, and «defend, to the utmoſt of my power, the 
re fucceſfion of the ctown in his Majeſty s family, againſt 
"any perion or perſons Whatſoevet; hereby utterly re- 
bs nouncing and abjuring any Sbedisne or allegiance 
* unto' the per ſon taking upon himſelf the ſtyle and title 
« of Princi bf Tales," in the life-time of his father, 


and who, fince his death, is ſaid to have aſſumed the 
4 ſtyle and title of King of Great Britain, by the name of 


% Charles the Third, and to any other perſon claiming or 
e pretending a right to the crown of theſe realms : and I 
TY ſwear, that I do reject. and deteſt, as an un- 


© chriſtian and impious poſition, that it is lawful to 
| by murder or deſtroy any ber ſon or perſoits whatſoever, 


KK | 
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£5 for or under pretence of their being heretics and 


«& alſo that unchriſtian and impious principle, 5 no 


£6 faith is to be kept. with hereticks: I further declare, 


£ that it is no article of my faith, and that I do re- 


. nounce, xeject, and abjure, the opinion that. princes 
excommunigated by the pope and council, or by any 


< authority of the ſee of Rome, or by any authority 


e whatſoever, may be depoſed or murdered. by their ſub- 


« jets, or any perſon Whatſoever: and I do declare, that 


J do not believe that the pope of Rome, or any other 
foreign prince, prelate, ſtate, or potentate, hath or 


« ought to have, any temporal or civil juriſdiction, 
«© power, ſuperiority, or pre- eminence, diręgly or in- 
6e directly, within this realm. And I do ſolemnly, in 
ce the preſence of God, profeſs, teſtify, and declare, that 
«+ I. do make this. declaration, and every part thereof, 
<« in the plain and ordinary ſenſe of the words of this 
ee oath; without any evaſion, equiyocation, or mental 


s reſeryation whatſoever z.; and without any diſpenſation 
Le already granted by the pope, or any authority of the 


60 ſee of Rome, or any perſon whatever; and without 
60 thinking, that I am or can be acquitted. before God 
<« or man, or abſolved of this declaration, or, any part 
85 thereof, although the pope, or any other perſons, or 
66 authority whatever, ſhall diſpenſe with or annul the 
« ſame, or declare that it was null and void.“ 

Although the late act has repealed all that part of the 


| atute, made in the eleventh and twelfth years of the 
reign of King William the Third, which relates to 
+ the apprehending, taking, or proſecuting of popiſh 


< biſhops, prieſts, or jeſuits; and alſo ſo much of the 
66 ſaid act as ſubjects popiſh biſhops, prieſts, or. Jeſuits, 
ce and papiſts, or perſons: profeſſing the popiſh religion, 
ee and keeping ſchool, or taking upon themſelves the 
education or government or n of youth, within 


wt. 
66 this 
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t this realm,” or the aa thereunto belonging, to 
1 perpetual impriſonment :” yet none can claim the be- 
nefit thereof unleſs they have taken and ſubſcribed the 
preceding oath, This will clearly appear; by the fol- 
lowing clauſe of the late act: “ Provided always, and it 
cis hereby enacted and declared, that nothing in this 
ce act contained ſhall extend, or be conſtrued to extend, 
© to any popiſh biſhop, prieſt, Jeſuit, or ſchoolmaſter, 


„ who ſhall not have taken and ſubſcribed the above 


cc oath in the above words befote he ſhall have been ap- 


< apprehended or xs proſecution commenced againſt 
c him.“ 6 


As the act of William the Third colpiabends” 


foreigners, as well as his Majeſty's ſubjects, and as the 
former cannot take and ſubſcribe that oath which is in- 
diſpenſibly neceſſary to entitle them to the benefit of the 
late act, it is evident that foreigners are ſtil} under the 
act of William the Third, and liable to perpetual im- 
priſonment ; excepting only ſuch foreign prieſt as ſhall 
officiate within the dwelling houſe of any foreign mi- 
niſter reſiding here, provided that <« the name of ſuch 
es prieft, and the place of his birth, and the foreign mi- 
« niſter to whom he ſhall belong, be entered and re- 
« giſtered in the office of the 8 ſecretary of 
< ſtate.” 

The act 23d of Elizabeth, makes the withdrawing, 
and being withdrawn, from the eſtabliſhed to the Ro- 


miſh religion, treaſon; and it declares the aiders, main- 


tainers, and concealers of ſych, guilty of miſptiſon of 
treaſon. By the ſame act, all who ſay and hear maſs 
are liable to a fine and a year's impriſonment : and 


the act 3d of James the Firſt, gives one third part of 5 


all ſuch fines to thoſe who'! ſhall N the offenders 
to conviftion. a a habe 
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This act gives one half of all the penalties and leis; 
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By the act 27th of Elizabeth. It is treaſon in any 
jeſuit, ſeminary prieſt, or other ſuch prieſt, deacon, or 
religious or eccleſiaſtical perſon whatſoever, being born 
within, her Majeſty's, dominions, ta come. into, be or 
remain in any part of the realm ; and felony, without 
benefit of clergy, in thoſe, who, wittingly, and willingly 
receive, relieve, comfort, aid, or maintain tbem.—F or 
the encouragement of thoſe _ ſhall diſcover the en- 
tertainers, or relievers, of any Jeſuit, ſeminary or popiſh 
prieft, the act 3d of James the Firſt allows them one 
third part of the forfeitures of all ſuch ſums of money, 
goods, chattles, and debts, which ſhall be forfeited by 


| ſuch offence ; ſo that the ſaid third part ſhall, in! no 


caſe, exceed the ſum of fift pounds. 1 

The act iſt of James the Firſt, lays a fine of = 
ſhillings a day on every Popiſh ſchoolmaſter; and a like 
fine on thoſel who retain or maintain ſuch ſchoolmaſter, 


to thoſe WO ſhall proſecute to conviction. 
The act of the eleventh and twelfth of William the 
Third, gives the whole of the forfeiture of one hundred ' 
pounds, for ſending a Child or other perſon to be edu- 
cated in any popiſh ſeminary, beyond the ſeas, to thoſe 
who ſhall diſcover and conyict any. perſon ſo offending, 


It alſo offers a reward of one hundred pounds to thoſe 


who ſhall convict any popiſh biſhop, prieſt, or jeſuit, of 
exerciſing any part, of their functions in theſe realms, un- 
leſs qualified according to the late act; and it ſubjects 
all ſuch offenders, as well as all popiſh ſehoolmaſters, 
who neglect to qualify AS . to perpetual im- 
piſooment, 

Having thus fared the 8 3 10 00 papiſts you 
will eaſily obſerve, Sir, that the late act gives no right 


to popiih — prieſts, Fſuits, or ſchoolmaſters, to 


exerciſe 


WS ; 
exexciſe. au part of their IR thoſe indeed who 
qualify, by taking and ſubſcribing. the oaths enjoĩned by 
the late ſtatute, are freed from the penalties contained in 
the aforeſaid act of William the Third; they are thence 


forward in no danger of perpetual impriſonment, nor 


will bad men de ſtimulated to bring them to trial, by 
the hopes of obtaining an hundred pounds reward ; but 
prieſts and jeſuits may be proſecuted upon the act 23d of 


Elizabeth, or on that of the 27th of the ſame reign, a: 


the election of the proſecutor ; and ſchoolmaſters may 


be n againſt * the act iſt of Nr the 


Firſt, | 
| Should any Rn 1 dare to withdraw any 
perſon from the eſtabliſhed to the popiſh religion, he 


may, by the act 23d, of Elizabeth, be proſecuted as a 


traitor; and all ſayers and hearers of maſs may, by the 
ſame ſtatute, be fined and impriſoned for the ſpace of a 

whole year. If any proſecutor ſhall think this puniſh- 
went inadequate to the offence, he may proceed upon 
the act made in the 27th year of that reign, by which 
all jeſuits, ſeminary -prieſts, or other fuch. priefts, dea- 


cons, or religious or eccleſiaſtical perſons whatſoever, 


born within bis Majeſty's dominions, and found in any 
part of the realm, are to ſuffer as traitors; and all thoſe 


who wittingly and willingly receive, relieve, comfort, 


aid, or maintain them, are puniſhable as in caſes of fe- 
lony. This law, Sir, is certainly very ſevere, and, 
notwithſtanding what the aſſociators have advanced on 
the ſubject, it is in no degree virtually repealec': but, 


for the ſake of humanity, and the honour of proteſtan - 
tiſm, I hope it will ever continue dormant i in the ſtatute- 


books. Many weighty reaſons which doubtleſs operated 
on the legiſlature, in, making-ſuch laws, have now no 


; exiſtence : and as our Roman cathalic fellow. ſubjects 


know, that the perſecuting conduct of their forefathers 
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has Mahi them (their deſcendants) with: the lines of 
ſuſpicion, and that the civil arm is now clearly on the 
proteſtant fide, I hope they will Teduiouſly endeavour to 
merit that Chriſtian toleration and civil lenity Which ſo 
eminently mark the character of Britons. They have 
long had the pleaſing experience of proteſtant indul- 
"gence; and it is doing them no more than common 
Juſtice to ſay, that their peaceable and loyal behaviour, 
at a time when faction and ſedition ftalk through the 
kingdoms with impunity; entitles them to greater de- 
grees of favour, Should they, at any future period, 
forget their obligations to ſo indulgent a government, 
and act unworthy the favourable regards of their pro- 
teſtant fellow ſubjects, a due execution of the laws a- 
gainſt popery will then become an act of juſtice to the 
ſtate, and their puniſhment will be rendered more poig- 
nant, by the recollection of that juſtly forfeited indul- 
gence which they formerly enjoyed, Proteſtants may 
then ground their petitions, for a repeal” of the late 
ſtatute upon certain and indubitable facts, inſtead of 
pleading their fears, their imaginations, and their dreams; 
and the unhappy objects of ſuch neceſſary coercion will 
have only their on imprudent and ungrateful conduct 
to blame for the conſequences. e 
As we believe that popery_ abounds with error and 
abſurdity, we ought to be always ready to enter into free 
and ſerious converſation with papiſts on religious ſub- 
jects. When proteſtantiſm is attacked, it is incumbent 
on its profeſſors to contend earneſtly for the faith oner de- 
livered to the ſaints and as we know popery to have 
formerly been of an intolerant and perſecuting ſpirit, we 
ſhould carefully endeavour to avoid bringing proteſtan- 
tiſm into that horrid predicament, | We ſhould always 
conſider, that no man can, with propriety,” reprove 
that in others which he allows in himſelf; and as we 
0 * 
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juſtly condemn every ſpecies of perſecution in the Ro- 


man catholics, we certainly ought to guard againſt every 
appearance of it amongſt ourſelves. Papiſts, believing 
in the infallibility of the pope, may ignorantly plead his 
authority for their acts of cruelty; but, as we truſt 
not to any thing ſhort of the ſacred oracles, which 


expteſsly forbid all manner of coereion ani violence in 


matters of faith, we ſhall be utterly inexcuſable if we 


act directly contrary to that divine command which ſays: 


Tove qaur enemies, bleſs" them that curſe you, da good to them 
that hate-you, and pray for "them which deſpitefully uſe you, 
and perſecute you The aſſoeĩatidn, in page gth; ſays: 
0 Perſecution, on the account of religion, is equally 
5s wicked and abſurd, becauſe it defeats its own end; 
“for, inſtead of reconeiling the mind to any ſet of re- 
* ligious principles, it muſt excite the utmoſt horror 

5 and diſguſt: it may make hypocrites it cannot 


*. make ttue converts.“ Theſe ſentiments, Sir, are 


conſonant to reaſon, and worthy of being adopted by 
every Chriſtian; but they are quite repugnant to thoſe 
meaſures which the aſſociators earneſtly recommend, and 
clearly ſubverſive of their intolerant defigns!! The aſſo- 
ciators certainly do recommend ' perſecution, on the 
account of religion, and therefore I conclude, that 
their plan is equally wicked' and abſurd; becauſe, 


| viewing it in that light, it defeats its own end: | 


inſtead of reconciling the minds of our popiſh fel- 
low- ſubjects to the principles of the proteſtant religion, 


it muſt, as the aſſociators juſtly W. T ah excite da 


« utmoſt horror and diſguſt.“ 

Many of the aſſociators, I believe, are Saen by 2 
true, though miſtaken zeal for the proteſtant religion; 
but I am far from thinking, that the leaders in that buſi- 
neſs ean juſtly plead ſuch purity of principle. I am 


. perſuaded that ſeveral of them are fellow-labourers with 
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our Pabwert, in their deſtructive e * | 


ment; and I cannot avoid preſuming, that foie. of the 


clarical members wiſh. to gcquirt popularity, in order to 


draw bearers. from thoſe diſſenting miniſters, who, 


zealous for proteſtantiſm, and fitm! y attached to their 


country, cannot join in diſhonouring the former; nor 
in diſturbing the peace, and endangering the welfare 


of the latter. When proteſtant miniſters! apply to the 


civil power, for the interpoſition of its authority, in be- 
half of the proteſtant religion, they declare themſelves 


to be overmatched, by their calling out for more help; 


and, unleſs ſome very particular cireumſtances warrant 


the meaſure, they ought to conſider themſelves as ac- 


countable to God and e ne for the wn, 
quences, - l ' «3 $4 ry an : 
8 it wok Si ee that 8 profeſs te- 
Lode which afford proteſtant governments juſt cauſe to 
watch their conduct as ſubjects, I cannot think that thev 
are proper objects of legal puniſhment: unleſs proved 
guilty of ſome particular act of delinquency, We know 
that the abſolving and diſpenſing power of the pope, aa 
well as his ſpiritual ſupremacy, are articles of the po- 
piſn creed; but we cannot believe, that ad papiſts, or 
even the generality of them, do really hold ſuch opi- 
nions. The doctrinal articles of the church of England 
continue to be ſubſeribed by all the eſtabliſhed clergy 
but will any man venture to fay, that their ſentiments, 


either real or profeſſed, correſpond with that formal ap- 


probation ? The diverſity of opinions, among thoſe 


who ſubſcribe, is notorious ; and ſome of | them are 


as oppolite to each other as darkneſs is to light, If 


this be the. caſe amongſt proteſtants, what muſt we 


think of the profeſſors of that religion which abounds 
with ſuperſtition and error If we are ſenſible that in- 


| e has * made _" progreſs amongſt pro- 
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teftants, we cannot believe that it is leſs prevalia 2 


mong the Roman catholics, although, r may be 
much more careful to keep it concealed. I am ſorry 
to ſay, that many, who complain loudly. againſt the 
pope of Rome, are frequently endeavouring to ſet up 

pope ſelf; that thoſe who exclaim againſt popiſh erũel- 


ty, are ſeeking for power to perſecute; and that, what - | 


ever errors there may be in popery, there is one among 
proteſtants of a much greater magnitude. We know 
that there are many avowed SOCINIANS among us; 


and, probably, there are many more who dare not a- 
vow their beretical principles. The papilts ſo far as 


we know, are free from this capital error. "Their ſu- 
perſtition and their errors are, indeed, inimical to religi- 


ous liberty, hurtful to Chriſtianity, and, in ſome parti- 
culars, repugnant to common ſenſe. But Socinians, 
Sir, endeavour to pull down the main pillar of the 


Chriſtian religion; they aim at rendering the death of 


our Saviour totally ineffectual; and, alarming couſi ide- 


ration ! they attempt to ſtrip Chriſtianity of Fey thing 


that is valuable to a ſinful world 

To conelude, Sir: the legiſlature, in granting relief 
- to our popih falow-ſubjeQts, muſt have been actuated 
by religious, or by political motives; if the afſociators 


ſuppoſe” the former, they cannot, conſiſtent with the 


principles of civil and religious liberty, endeavour to 
counteract them; and, if they ſuppoſe the latter to have 
been the caſe, they: muſt” believe, that the political ob- 
jeas of government are not yet obtained; and there- 
fore, that all attempts to fruſtrate the great national 
purpoſes of the ſtatute, are directiy contrary to that duty 
which every individual owes to his king and his coun- 
try. The aſſociators affect to be anxiouſly concerned 


5 for the proteſtint teligion and the Britiſt conſtitution; 
. but their MR declares them to be regardleſs of both. 
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| Regardleſs d did iT, ſay Lea more they are, virtually, 5 
| enemies to both. In propoſing a law to prevent papiſts 


from holding religious converſation with proteſtants, on 
pain of exemplary puniſhment, they pay an ill- zudged com- 
pliment t. to popery, at the expence of proteſtantiſm: and 


zin gndeavouring to ſtir up commotions throughout the 


kingdoms, at this dangerous criſis, to create jealouſy in 
the minds of. the people, reſpecting their civil and reli» 

ious, rights, o alienate the affection of the ſubjects 
1 their moſt gracigus. Sovereign, and to embarraſs 
government, by bringing it into uniyerſal contempt, 
they are traitors to their king, and enemies to. the con- 


| ſtitution. By looking into Roman catholic ſtates we 


may. eaſily ſee, that the power « of the pope is much om 
the decline; and thence we may hope, that the con- 


ſciences of papiſts are, in a great meaſure, emancipated 


ſrom their former pal flavery : be that as it may, we 


| ſhould be careful to act, in all caſes, as becometh. Chriſti- 


ans. Lovx is the viſtinguiſhing characteriſtſe of true 
Cbriſtianity, and ſuch as properly exerciſe. that god- like 
virtue, yield obtdience to their divine maſter, and do 
real honqur to their profeflion ; ; but. thoſe who are for 
15 of parliament to prohibit free diſcuflin,, and call 
FEOF laws to. bind the conſcience i in matters of reli- 
sion, are inimical to liberty, enemies to Sri air. 
and a diſgrace to the proteſtant cauſes; 1 W 
ps am glad, Sits to find, that the ee 
which the allocistion have made to the vera diſſenting 
congregations, | in and about Jonflons.. have met with 
that contempt which the, pernicious views of the.leading 
allociators deſerve, Some miniſters, have, indeed, join- 
ed them,, and ſeveral of the Jaity. have contributed. A 
their deſigns, by.. their names, agd their money: but al- 
moſt all the regular diſſenting miniſters, .. With. much the 
greater. ab fag IHE; e ee bare hehaved 2 
* , 8e 
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yood-fubſeRe; and done real honour to the proteſtant 5 
cauſo. Although it would ill become me, in contend- 
ing for religious and civil liberty, to deny others the 
free exerciſe of their rights; I beg leave to ſay, it is 


incumbent om all to act eautioufly, when the intereſt of 


religion and the welfare of their country are eminently | 
_ concerned... Proteſtants ought always to diſtinguiſh be- 
| tween -popery and its profeſſors ; and, in oppoſing the for- 
mer, they ſhould be eareful to avoid injuring the Jat- 
ter. In every important matter, paſſion and | prejudice 


are apt to blend themſelves even with our moſt laudable 


real; and hence that rectitude which ought always to 
mark the eonduct of every Chriſtian, is in a great mea- 
ſure deſtroyed,” Thoſe who will the proteſtant religion to 
prevail againſt popery, ought to uſe their beſt endea- 


vours to drefs it in the moſt engaging colours. Have 


papiſts frequently diſcovered a perſecuting ſpirit ? Let 
us be careful to prevent their having ſuch power as 
would enable them to act injuriouſly, Do we charge 
popery with intolerant principles? Let us be ſedulous in re- 
commending proteſtantiſm by a manifeſtation of Chriſtian 
hoe and forbearance. Papiſts are faid to be indefatigable 
in making proſelytes ; but proteſtants have many more 
opportunities, in this country, and they alſo have much 
nobler incentives, It has often been reported, that 
papiſts ſpare neither paips nor expence in procuring and. 
educating the children of indigent proteſtants; but no 
one has ever ſaid, that any attempts have been made 
to hinder proteſtants from being equally ſedulous and li- 
| beral, If papiſts believe that their religion is conſonant 
to ſcripture, their zeal in propagating it, is worthy of 
- Praiſe ; and if we know that proteſtantiſm is, upon 
fair trial, the pureſt religion in the world, our want of 
zeal in its cauſe muſt certainly redound to our ſhame, 
As . aer with us, more numerous, more 
powerful, 
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